J Commonweaith Department of
) Veterans' Affairs

OFFICE OF AUSTRALIAN WAR GRAVES

Telephone: (02) 6289 1111 13 Keltie Street

PQ Box 21 Woden ACT 2606
Woden ACT 2606

Facsimile: (02) 6289 4861
Qur Ref:
Your Ref: P9/1
Contact:

02 6289 6510
2 Tuly 1998

Mr M J O'Gorman
42 Blair Street
COBURG VIC 3058

Dear Mr O'Gorman

Thank you for your letter dated 16 June 1998 requesting commemoration details for
Private Joseph Gorman. '

According to our records, Private Gorman died between 6 - 11 August 1915 and has
no known grave and is, therefore, officially commemorated on the Lone Pine
Memonal to the Missing, Column 14.

[ wish you well on your trip and I hope the enclosed information will be useful to you.

Yours sincerely,

ey

(Mrs) Simone Reeves
FOR DIRECTOR




Casualty Details

Private

: Jd

: GORMAN

: JOSEPH

: 1lst Bn.

: Bustralian Infantry, A.I.F

UNKNOWN
1552

[T

Jate of death : 6th - 1ith August 1915.
:rave Ref 14.
larker Type :

"

Cemetery : LONE PINE MEMORIAL
Turkey

iriginal register text:

GORMAM, Pte. Joseph, 1532. 1st Bn. Killed in action 6th/ll£h
Aug., 1515. 14.

‘emetery Location Information:

The Lone Pine Memorial is at the east end of Lone Pine Cemetery,
which stands on the plateau at the top of Victoria Gully, and is
located on the road from Gaba Tepe to Chunuk Bair. Both Lone Pine

Cemetery and Lone Pine Memorial are named after the solitary pine
tree that grew there.

lemetery Visiting Information:

I enclose an informatiocn sheet on The Gallipoli Peninsula, which
I hope you will find to be of interest.




LONE PINE MEMORIAT,
Turkey

formation.

The Lone Pine Memorial is at the east end of Lone Pine Cemetery,
which stands on the plateau at the top of Victoria Gully, and is
located on the road from Gaba Tepe to Chunuk Bair. Both Lone Pine
Cemetery and Lone Pine Memorial are named after the solitary pine
tree that grew there.

iting Informatiom.

I enclose an information sheet on The Gallipoli Peninsula, which
I hope you will find to be of interest.

Jistorical Information.

The purpose of this Memorial is expressed in the inscription
carved in the centre of the screen wall before the
Memorial:

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LASTING MEMORIAL OF 3,268 AUSTRALIAN
SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT ON GALLIPOLI IN 1915 AND HAVE NO KNOWN
GRAVES, AND 456 NEW ZEALAND SOLDIERS WHOSE NAMES ARE NOT RECORDED
IN OTHER AREAS OF THE PENINSULA BUT WBO FELL IN THE ANZAC AREA
AND HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVES; AND ALSO OF 960 AUSTRALIANS AND 252 NEW
ZEALANDERS WHO, FIGHTING ON GALLIPOLI IN 1915, INCURRED MORTAL
WOUNDS OR SICEKNESS AND FOUND BURIAL AT SEA.

The Anzac Area, as defined by the Treaty of Lausanne, is an area
of about 2 sguare miles, permanently conceded by the Turkish
Government in its entirety on account of the number of cemeteries
and unlocated graves that it contains. In a wider semse, it is
the midmost of the three areas into which our operations on
Gallipoli, and our cemeteries there, are divided. Its occupation
was begun at half-past four on the morning of 25th April, 1915,
when the 3rd Australian Brigade landed at Ari Burnu. That Brigade
was followed by the remainder of the lst Australian Division and
by the New Zealand and Australian Division. Before the end of
April the landing place had become "RAnzac Cove," and the code
name formed by the initilal letters of the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps had been given to the semi-circular area,
1,100 vards across, held by the Corps. From April to August a
series of desperate attacks and counter attacks took place on the
edge of the Anzac Area. The 4th Australian Battalion attacked the
position afterwards known as Johnston's Jolly on 26th April, and
during the first few days both Rustralian and New Zealand troops
made desperate attacks to gain possession of the Nek. The
"Chessboard," further North, was attacked on 2nd May by the 13th,
15th and 16th Australian Battalions, the Otago Infantry Regiment
and two battalions of Marines; and on the same day a Turkish
Observation Post at Lala Baba was destroyed by New Zealanders. On
4th May the 11th Battalion raided Gaba Tepe. From the 9th to the
15th, and from the 28th to the 5th June, there was fierce
fighting round Quinn's Post. From the 19th to the 21st May the
Turks, in an engagement known to us as "The Defence of Anzac",
assaulted the centre of the position; their casualties were very
great and an armistice was arranged for the 24th May in orxder to
bury the dead. On the night -of the 29th-30th June they made
another unsuccessful attack. On the 6th-10th August Australian,
New Zealand and Indian forces, with part of the 13th Diwvision,
attempted to carry Chunuk Bair and Hill 971, inland from, and
North-East of, the "original Anzac Area"; and New Zealand troops,
with others, at one time reached the summit of Chunuk Bair and
held it until they were relieved. By the 12th, Bauchop's Hill,
Table Top, and a considerable salient covering Argyl Dere had




n taken, and at the South end of the line Lone Pine was

ured by the 1st Australian Division; but Baby 700, Chunuk Bair
d Hill 60 (on the Suvla side) were still in enemy hands, in
pite of the desperate bravery and the temporary successes of the
ain force. This fighting (the Battle of Sari Bair) was the
climax of the effort to reach the central hills of the Peninsula.
On the 21st-29th August, in conjunction with the forces at Suvla,
mustralian infantry and Light Horse, New Zealand Mounted Rifles,
and some British and Indian infantry captured half of Hill 60.
From that time onwards the line remained stationary. After long
and anxious consideration, it was decided to withdraw from
Gallipoli, and on the 18th-20th December, 1915, Anzac was
evacuated without the loss of a single man.

The Memorial stands on the site of the fiercest fighting at Lone
Pine; and it overlooks the whole front line of May, 1915. Many of
those whose names are recorded on the Memorial were buried on
that front, in graves made in haste and obliterated by shell-fire
later. Many were killed in tunnels or in trenches. The proportion
of dead whose names are on Memorials on Gallipoli, and not on
headstones, is very high. But it was this close fighting, in a
country of ridges and valleys, against a determined enemy, which
established in history the name of the Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps. The fighting which is summarised above is reflected
in the panels of the Lone Pine Memorial. Of the Australian
troops, the Light Horse lost 472 Officers and men whose graves
are not known; 161 of these belonged to the 8th Light Horse
Regiment, which attacked The Nek and Baby 700 on the 7th Augqgust.
The Field Artillery have 30 names; the Field and Signal Companies
of the Engineers 24; the Royal Australian Naval Bridging Train,
two. The Infantry have 3,657 names. The Army Service Corps have
II, and the Army Medical Corps 30. This Memorial records the
names of all New Zealand soldiers who fought on the Gallipoli
Peninsula and were buried at sea, and of those who fell in the
Anzac Area prior to the fighting in August, 1915, and have no
known graves. Memorials recording the names of other New Zealand
soldiers who fell on the Peninsula and have no known graves are
erected in Chunuk Bair, Hill 60 and Twelve Tree Copse Cemeteries.
The four Mounted Rifle Regiments have 101 names on the Lone Pine
Memorial; the four Infantry Regiments 564 {307 of whom fell on
land before 3rd May) ; the Maori Contingent, three ; the Field

4

Artillery 13; the Engineers 23; and the Medical Corps four.

The Memorial is built of limestone from the Ulgar Dere quarries.
It is a massive pylon in plain ash, about 45 ft. square in plan
and 47 ft. high. The names of the Australian dead are carved on
panels of Hopton Wood Stone, let into the screen wall in front of

the Memorial; and those of the New Zealand dead appear on similar
panels on the Memorial itself.
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THE GALLIPOLI PENINSULA, TURKEY

THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN, 1915

The Allied objectives in the Gallipoli Campaign were. by
capturing Istanbul, to force Turkey out of the war. o secure an
ice-free sea supply route to Russia and 10 open another front
agoinst Germany and Aoswia-Hungary. The campaign fell into
four phases, the first being the naval operatons of early 1915
culminating, on 18 March, in the unsuccessful attempt by
battleships to force the Dardanelles. The second was the
landings. beginning om 25 April. by the Bridsh and French
armies on Cape Helles and by the Aastralian and New Zealand
Amy Corps (the Anzacs) on the Anzac beaches. Some
headway, although at heavy cost, was made from the Helles
landings in operations extending to 3 June but the precipitous
and strongly defended terrain limited w a kilometre the
penetration from the Anzac landings. In the third phase turther
British landings to the north of Anzac and at Suvla Bay on
6 August, simultaneously with offensives mounted from both
the Helles and Anzac areas. came near to success but after this
faiiure to achieve a breakout the opposing armies remained
deadlocked in static trench warfare. In the fourth phase. the
withdrawal, the Peninsula was evacuated in two stages - from
Suvia and Anzac on the pight of 19/20 December and from
Helles on that of 8/9 January - in operations in which not cne
life was lost.

COMMEMORATION OF THE DEAD The Helles Memorial

Under the terms of the Armistice with Turkey the British Army re-entered the Peninsula at the end of 1918 and cleared
the battlefields of the bodies still unburied. In the nine months of this bitterly fought campaign more than 36,000
Commonwealth servicemen died. The 31 war cemeteries on the Peninsula contain 22,000 graves but it was possible to
identify only 9,000 of these. The 13,000 who rest in unidentified graves in the cemeteries, together with the 14,000 whose
remains were never found, are commemorated individually by name on the Helles Memorial (British, Australian and
[ndian names), the Lone Pine Memorial (Australian and New Zealand names) and the Twelve Tree Copse, Hill 60 and
Chunuk Bair Memorials (New Zealand names).

Except for the New Zealand National memorial at Chunuk Bair (which was designed by the New Zealand archxtect
S. Hurst Seager), all the Commonwealth cemeteries and memorials on the Peninsula were designed by Sir John Burnet
{1857-1938), the distinguished Scottish architect who also designed the war cemeteries in Palestine for the Commission.
The design features which distinguish these cemeteries from other Commonwealth war cemeteries are the use of
stone-faced pedestal grave markers instead of headstones, the walled cross feature instead of the free-standing Cross
of Sacrifice, and the rubble-walled ha-ha to channel flood water away from the cemeteries.

The construction of the cemeteries and memorials was delayed by the turmoil in Turkey in the years after the war, but
work was abie to proceed after the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923, which guaranteed the Commission’s rights on the
Peninsula. The construction phase was complete by 1926 and in that year a pilgrimage of bereaved relatives visited the
areza for the first dme since the war.

The maintenance of the cemeteries is nowadays undertaken by two teams of gardeners, one based in the Helles area
and one for the Anzac and Suvia cemeteries, and a team of craftsmen who look after the fabric of the cemeteries and
memorials. The work is controiled by a local supervisor who has an office in the town of Canakkale, across from the

Gallipoli Peninsula. Overall administrative contol rests with the Commission’s Outer Area based in the Commission’s
head office building in Maidenhead.
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFIUER.
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1 have examined the above details and find them correct in every respect.
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Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER.
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Dosoription of .. . ;/..f.".!w.o‘ . ,j R e s L vieveersss OD Enlistment.
2,
Age ..... X, ;i ....... FORS Jiiviiviiloin namasains months DISTINCTIVE MARKS.

Meight ... . ..., feet ..., J.L.... inches. {?u‘f }{,{,_U‘nd Leof

Weight ........0.. 5 . Tbs.
Chest Measurement l‘ /l / inchea.

Complexion ... 5 e % S
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CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION,

I have examined the above-nnmed person, and find that he does not present any of the following eonditions,
vie:

Serofola; phthisis; syphilis; lmpaired constitution; defective intelligence ; defeets of vision, volea, or hearing;
hernia; hemorrholds; varicose veins, hiyond a limited extent; marked varicseele with unusoally pendent testicle;
inveterate cutancons diseaso; ehronie uleers; traces of corporal punishment, or evidence of having been marked
with the letters D, or B.O; contracted or deformed chest , abnormal eurvature of gpine; or any other disease or
physieal defect ealenlated to unfit him for the daties of a soldier,

e can sen the requived distanco with either eye; his heart and lungs are healthy; he has the free use of

hig joluts and limba; and he declares he is not subjeet to fits of any deseription,

I consider him fit for active service,
“h g
Date .2/.’. ..| " ./i‘:u'.

Place 'lww—’ oot '

........................ i

PesasreanEr LR salessnennnat

Signatore of Bxamining Medical Officar.
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CERTIFICATE OF COMMANDING OFFICER.

I CERTIFY that this Attestation of the above.named person is cnme} and that the required forms
lave béen complied with, 1 nrcurdnmly approve, and appoint him to .'.' A /4‘*(‘\ N AT

/ ‘A //5:\_“!\ (-‘ ALV,

Dhate . 6/3—/ .......................... S&{/&‘, //( ’7(4‘-(;44,-1,“0“7 {pvﬂu
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', ) RECEIPT FOR MEMORIAL PLAQUE, and MEMORIAL SCROLL.
Received from the Officer i/¢ Base Records, Army Head-quarters,
éi?;?-? E.ermgﬂgil ?3}‘1?1'}1%:' in connexion with the late
No, 1552 Private J.GORMAN,

1ot Battalion.

¥ o \

Signature

Datao

This elip to be returoed to tho Officer in Charge, Base Records, Victoria Barracks, Molbourne, Victoria,
within saven |7) daye
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Please return this receipt as soon as possilile,
duly signed and witnessed, to
Medal Distributing Officer,

Victoria Barracks,

Melbourne.
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