DIGGORA
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· Church corner on the Brick Church Road – Wesleyan Services
· Church built 1873 – served the community for over 100 years.
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· 15,500 locally made bricks – shingle roof
· State School #1413 commenced in the Diggora Chapel building in October 1874
· By mid-1930’s with reduced population, only 8 families attended the church regularly
· Services discontinued in 1967
· Because of vandalism, the building was demolished in 1977.
State School
· South east corner of 241 (Isaac Evans land) and 200 links from the corner
· School yard on the S/E corner opposite the Brick Church
· School opened in 1874 – 37 students with an average of 22 attending
· School later moved directly opposite the Church
· School closed 12/11/1907 due to lack of students
· School moved to Warragamba
Diggora Hotel
· Diggora Hotel (McCarthy’s) first licensed June 1875 – closed 1897.  Only bricks and timber remain today and dome brick lined well – near Peppercorn trees
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· 1876 Diggora Sports Club Races were held on Mr. P. Rooneys course
· Second Hotel called Junction Hotel 2 miles west of Diggora Hotel run by Mr P. Rooney.  His Hotel was burned down, rebuilt and reopened.
· Cricket was played on the paddock that had been cleared for the race course.
Hanley Creamery 1892 – 214 Diggora Road
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· Most farms had cool underground dairies where milk was left to settle, the cream skimmed off and hand churned into butter for domestic use or sale.  It operated for 10 years.
· The milk was carted to the creamery by horse and cart.  After separating the remaining mil went back to the farm to feed the pigs and cream taken into the dairy at Rochester.






· Water was raised from wheels by water whim.  The horsed walked around in a circle to raise the water.  One bucket was lowered as the other was raised.
· The horse then turned around and walked in the opposite direction.  These operated until 1920
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· Outstation shepherd huts to mind sheep and guard them 7 days a week.  The shepherd was supplied with food from the squatters homestead once a week or fortnightly.  That was the only time to see another human being.
· Clearing of the land was done with picks, shovels and axes.
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· One tenth of the land had to be cleared and cultivated.
· Timber was used for the buildings
· The ground was rock hard around the trees.
· Trees were ring barked
· Winched were attached to the trees and pulled over by horses.
· Homes were usually one room only.  The kitchen was built separately because of the danger of catching fire.

KATHLEEN GORMAN
· John Garth and Margaret Garth.  Their son was Simon (1896 – 1988) married Mary Maloney but she died soon after.  Then in 1926 he married Kathleen Gorman.  They lived at Diggora after the marriage and the moved to a farm closer to Rochester.
DANIEL O’GORMAN – later Robert McGregor married Marie Bonnar in 1906 and purchased the property selected by Daniel O’Gorman.
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STATE LIBRARY OF VICTORIA
· Memories of Diggora, its school and its people SLTF 994.54 D56C
· Significant sites at old Diggora  SLTF 994.54.D56R
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Patrick Hanley at Hanley Bros. Creamery
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Hanley Bros. Creamery interior
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Piggora was originally spelt with twe Res

- DIGGOR-
it over the years, the second R hes e dropped
¢, the Parish of Diggorra is still spait in the orig-
inal way, The word "Diggorra”, with the accent on the

"gerra®, rhyming with "Eegorra”, is possibly the closest
the aborigines could get to the name "Degraves, one of the
squatters on the Burnewang Run.
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Diggora Church circa 1920
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bring stock. During 1880-82 there was a lot of agitation throughout Diggora and
Rochester West regarding a reliable water supply. Wells providing good water were
used by all local farmers. The well on Joseph Sternberg's allotment 76 was not there
prior to his selection in 1871. The well and its whim on Sternberg's corner made
obtaining good water much easier for farmers at Rochester West and Diggora

Whims had been used since ancient times in Europe and made a natural transition to
the Australian gold field and the farming community. There were at least two other
\water whims in the Echuca Shire, one at Torrumbarry and another near Tatura
Whims had also been use at Echuca to pull punts across the Murray river

A Whim provided a cheap to construct, easy to work and maintain way (o raise water
'The Whim horses soon became used to the whim: and would work almost without
guidance. The water was drawn from the timber lined well shaft in buckets. The Whim
consisted of a thick log with a few turns of cable wound on it. Both ends of the cable
ere left free to run over a pulley down into the shaft. A bucket was then attached to
ach end of the cable. As the horse walked around, the cable drum revolved and one
ucket would be lowered as the other was raised. A special harness was used which
nabled the horse to turn around and walk in the opposite direction in order to reverse
he movemen: of the buckets. The Whim at Sternberg's did not have an overhead drum
for the cable as did those used by miners. Instead the cable passed through a second
pulley and on through a low bank fo the central post, the horses walked around the
circular path formed by the low bank. W ater was raise in this manner for many years,

farmers mecting there and helping each other in raising the water. The Whim was still
in operaticn until about 1920.

tween 1919 and 1922 Sternberg's Estate was acquired and subdivided as one of the
a:lier Soldier Settler programs. The Whim was dismantled, and soldier settler Ted

Watson erecied a windmill at the well. The well now has a pressure pump in it and
111 eninnlies sond water .




image11.jpeg
PIONEER FARMING
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« horses had a big team. 2
,D}:;no;urrm plough, then harrowed with a wooden beam har

rower with steel driven tynes. The seed was broadcast by
hand, then harrowed in. The grain was held in a bag or
box, suspended from a strap around the neck, and held in
Place by a frame of hoop iron. This frame held the bag
open, making grain easily available. Usually the sower
walked over his recently ploughed straight furrows until he
had broadcast as much as he could harrow before nightfall,
otherwise the grain was eaten by the birds. A double hand
shaker was one who broadcast with both hands. The acreages
SOWn were not Very large because the farmer had to walk be-
I:::: ::lek p::'t‘.;uh; J:lk while he was bruad:asnng the seed,
) Ay :m”l:” .Dl harrower. About one acre per day was
Wn when using a single furrow Plough.
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Later, new horse drawn seed drills became avail-—
able. This was followed by combination cultivator-drills
which cultivated the seed bed and sowed the grain in an’e
operation. Early combines were drawn by six horses and
sowed a width of seven and a half feet.

Originally the wheat was cut by a scythe or sickle
and threshed by hand. Then the reaper was used to cut the
crops and it took two men to operate this machine, which
was drawn by two horses. Men following did the hand bind-
ing, the hay or wheat being bound with its own material.
Then in 1880 the reaper and binder was introduced. This
cut the crop about three inches from the ground and tied it
with twine into sheaves. The sheaves were stood up in
small stooks to dry, then carted and stacked awaiting the
arrival of the travelling contractor, with his huge thresh-
ing machine and itinerant workers, to separate the grain
from the straw and chaff. The threshing operation was done
by contract at sixpence per bag. The owner of the machine
engaged a team of 18 men, who were paid by the farmer at
sivpence an hour, with "Chaffy" and "Cavy" getting nine-
pence an hour. It was a dusty job, with very long hours.
The chaff fell on a sheet and it was the job of "Chaffy to
remove the chaff and then replace the sheet. The cavings
were the backbone of the wheat. They fell under the
thresher and had to be removed by "Cavy". If the chaff and
cavings were allowed to build up, it would have cgused a
blockage in the thresher. There was great swearing and

cureinag if that happened.
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remove the chaff and then replace the sheet. The cavings
were the backbone of the wheat. They fell under the
thresher and had to be removed by "Cavy". I the chaff and
cavings were allowed to build up, it would have caused a
blockage in the thresher. There was great swearing and
cursing if that happened.

The farmer provided all the meals, which meant a
lot of work for the women. The thresher worked #from day-—
light till dark, but the women worked from before daylight
until midnight. Early breakfast was scarcely over before
preparation for morning lunches was in progress. Gallons
of tea and drinks were needed constantly, as, on windy
days, the men were nearly blinded and choked with flying
dust and chaff from the thresher. 0f course, at these
times, the girls of the family were left with all the milk-—
ing, skimming and feeding of calves and pigs.

Then came the stripper, which beat the grain and
chaff off the straw and into a bin. The bin was emptied
onto a sheet and the grain and chaff shovelled into a hand
cranked winnower, which cleaned the grain and dropped it
into a bag. Hugh Victor McKay, of Drummartin, combined
these two machines to make his Sunshine Harvester, which
was of so much benefit to the farmers.

In the second half of this century the harvester
was superseded by the Header and then the Auto Header.
Wheat bags, which had to be sown and then lifted by hand,
were replaced by Field Bins, Bulk Bins and Grain Silos.
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recommended. He received his Licence No. 24284, dated
21.6.1873, so Martin purchased a horse and cart, supplies
and implements to work his land and set off to take up his
selection.

Soon after he arrived in Diggora, Martin awoke one
morning to find that his horse had wandered off. This was
a disaster. He probably did not have enough money to buy
another one and how could he work his land without a horse?
So he guickly set off to search for it. Fortunately he did
not have to go far before he came across a bearded man he
thought to be a drover. This man had caught Martin’s horse
and tied it up for him. Martin was very thankful and
stopped to chat with this man, who was no drover but a
fellow selector, Michael Sullivan, who was on his way to
take up his selection, which was beside Martin’s land.

A selector’s life was not an easy one. He really
had to do two jobs. He had to try and farm the land to
make sufficient money to pay the rent and his keep. But he
also had to clear the heavily timbered land so it could be
cultivated, fence it and build a place in which to live.
During the three years of the licence, the selector had to
enclose the land with a fence, cultivate one tenth of it
and make improvements to the value of One Pound per acre,
and live on it.

By April/May 1874, Martin had cleared sufficient
land to sow 32 acres of wheat, in 1875 - 23 acres and in
1876 - 9 acres. The seed of course had to be broadtast -
sown by hand. Nc superphosphate was used in those days.





image3.jpeg
THE BRICK CHURCH.

Throughout our country side small churches of all denominations have stoo
during the week, (0 be flled on Sundays by their faithful congregations . As people shift
and disappear 5o to do these small churches

Forover 100 years the DIGGORA BRICK CHURCH stood on its corner block and was
part of a strong and worshipful community. ~ Although it has long since gone, its place
will always remain at the Church Corner on the Brick Church Road

The first Bible Christian / Wesleyan services were held fortnightly in the Diggora home
Of Isaac Evans in 1868 with Phillip Burgoine leading the Bible readings, preaching and
singing the hymns. Some services were just Bible reading and Hymns. In August 1869
the first Bible Christian Preacher, J Orchard, travelled the long distance from White
Hills to lead the Sunday meeting at the Evans home. With true Revivalist spirit Preacher
S.Bryant and Preacher A. Johnson, both from Sandhurst, travelled to Diggora and took
the September services with Mr. W. F. Clark of White Hills preaching in October
Phillip Burgoine lead worship on the alternate Sundays.

Sunday worship continued in this manner until 1873 when with a more settled
community, the Bible Christian congregation along with the Wesleyans and others, built
the small brick church which was to serve its dedicated worshippers for over 100 years.
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FOREWORD

The Diggora Commemorative Committee was formed recently as a Sub-Committee of
the Rochester Historical and Pioneer Society. The committee's aim was to mark
significant historic sites at Diggora.

Excellent work had been done in 1990 at Diggora South and in 1994 at Diggora West,
and members from these past committees felt that the time was now right to mark the
four historic sites at Diggora. The sites chosen being; the Brick Church, State School
No.1413, Diggora Hotel and the Creamery.

It was also decided that a brief history about each site would be compiled and printed to
be used as a companion edition to the 1990 Diggora South and the 1994 Diggora West
books. Not wishing to repeat or at this stage add to the family histories found in the
other two books, we have kept to our four sites only. This committee would now like
to thank everyone who so willingly supplied information, photographs and contacts
relating to Diggora's past, which has enabled this booklet to be printed. Our grateful
acknowledgment to all for the help and interest shown in the marking of these sites.

Heather Rendle
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In the days when the land was opened up for selec-—
r the only mode of transport was by horse or onn foot.
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McCARTHY'S HOTEL SITE - 1995
Showing underground tank.
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McCARTHY'S HOTEL SITE - 1995
Showing dilapidated cellars.




