BK in retirement, reflection mode ………..
When I hear of teacher’s complaining about teaching 21 periods a week and wanting less ‘face time’ with the students, I can only offer a wry smile.  In my first year at Nulungu College (St. Mary’s College today) in 1979, I taught a 31 period week of 50 minute lessons in 3 subject areas.  Class sizes were typically from 25 to 29 students. From 1980-1982, I offered to teach the extra 4 periods with no pay rise, so I increased to a 35 period week.  There were no so such thing as ‘relief teachers’ so if you were off sick, other’s on the staff had to cover for you.  That’s probably a big reason why I only missed one day off school in the first 20 years.
After school I often got on the College tractor in the Wet Season to cut the 2 metre long spear grass around the school grounds.  Once a week we supervised a one hour session of night study for the boarders.  Each Saturday during the year, a number of the teachers ran cricket and football competitions for the students in Broome from the High School and Nulungu College, which generally took most of the morning. On Sunday, we went ‘bush’ with the boarding students to all points of the Kimberley compass including Willare Bridge, Roebuck Plains, Willie Creek and Barred Creek.  On long weekends we took the boarders out camping in the bush.
……. am I complaining?  Hell, no!!  They were some of the best times of my life.  
(Attached is the famous sketch of the ‘Four Yorkshiremen’ reminiscing of how hard it was in the old days).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKHFZBUTA4k
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