MEMORIES OF OUR LADY’S RINGWOOD
[bookmark: _Hlk130796898]Four of my brothers and I attended the local Primary school; Our Lady’s Ringwood, which was run by the Mercy sisters.  Being born in December, I was put on the backburner for a year to ‘mark time’ because of the huge class sizes and didn’t start school until I was seven.  My first school class was Grade 1 in 1956, and our lessons took place in the old, tiny, wooden Church known as St. Joseph’s, which was located between the present day Church of Our Lady’s and the ‘old Church’ which is used as a hall today. In those days we wrote our lessons in chalk on small black slates each of which had a wooden frame. The Primary School readers we used were “John and Betty” together with “Fluff and Scottie”. There were also large concertina divisions pulled across in the Church, to make classrooms for the older students during the week and on Sunday, the building reverted to its primary purpose of being the Parish Church.  I got a ‘hiding’ in grade one when I decided to pinch coloured pencils from other students bags during recess.  When we came to school the next day, the teacher asked if anyone was missing pencils.  Most of the kids put up their hands and I got a wack for each pencil I took. This taught me early; it was not a good idea to steal.  
The following year in Grade 2, we moved over to a wing of five brick classrooms (Grade 2  - Grade 6).  In Grade two we had 65 students present which is extraordinary by today’s class sizes of about twenty-five children.   We had many kids with European names and Dad used to often amuse himself by asking us to run through some of the names of our class members such as Domenic Pezzamenti, Yanis Machunstki and George Gamooda.  Sr. Beatrice taught at Our Lady’s Ringwood for 26 years and I was lucky to have her as my teacher during this year.   Religion lessons centred around the Penny catechism and a large A framed structure at the front of the room which contained a series of calendar sized pictures which were used to explain stories from the Bible.  During 1957, a new two storey bank of classrooms was built, and I remember Sr. Beatrice taking us outside to sketch the new building from a safe distance for our art classes.  The school tuck shop was located at the end of the present day hall staffed by a roster of the children’s mums.  Apart from the modest menu, you could buy a crust of bread for 1 penny and if you requested butter, the cost was 1 penny and 1 halfpenny.
By this stage we had graduated to using nib pens.  Ink wells were placed in all the desks and spilt ink was common as well as blue tongues.  The best part about grade 2 was recess and lunch times.  In summer we played monster marble games which involved rolling marbles down a long slope.  The object of the game was to hit other marbles and then the winner collected the lot.  In winter we mucked around out the back of the school by making clay mud sculptures.   The yellow, orange clay was great to work with, almost like plasticine and careful rubbing produced a smooth finish.
Receiving the Sacrament of First Holy Communion was a very happy occasion for us, and the celebration breakfast took place in the Ringwood Town Hall where we eagerly consumed small Frankfurt’s with tomato sauce.
Because of the huge class sizes, in 1958 I was enrolled in Grade 3 to attend St. Leo’s College in Box Hill where class sizes were only 55 students!
I am very grateful for the time I spent being educated at Our Lady’s School Ringwood.
GRADE 2 1957
Back row left to right: ?, GEORGE GOMUDA, KEITH GRIDLEY, ? , BRIAN BUCKLEY, ?, ? , BRIAN BADROCK, ? , ? , ? , MICHAEL NEATE, BRIAN GRIDLEY, MICHAEL CURRAN, MICHAEL HUMPHRIES, STEFAN HAVENTOCH, BILLY HANSCOMBE, ? ,  ? , FREDDY HARDIDGE.
Middle row: ? ,  ?  , ? ,  ? , CHRIS LEEAMAKERS,  ? , PAUL O'DONAHUE, ? , PETER McKENNA, DOMINIC PEZZIMENTI, ? , GERARD BURNSIDE, ?  ,  ?  , PAUL DANIELS , ? , PAUL KARVELIS, BRIAN KANE. 
CENTRE FRONT ROW: DIANNE FYTHE (8th FROM THE LEFT)

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CLASS:, ‘Chimpy’ Masano and Bill Murray. 

In the Communion photo: Yanis Yoshinsky is on the far left, BK#1 is in the centre and to the left of me is Paul O'Donahue, George Gomuda short little guy in front 4 from the left.


