‘EXPLORING MARY JANE RICKEY/STEVENS/KANE/JENKINS MOTIVES’
Mary Jane’s death on May 9th 1915 aged 61 left many unanswered questions to unravel.  Why had she abandoned her first husband and 5 children in Western Australia?  Why did she then travel to Victoria and subsequently marry my great, Grandfather Daniel Kane when she was still married to her first husband? Why had she lied on the marriage certificate about her previous family, running the risk of 5 years gaol for polygamy.  Why had she later abandoned her second family including Uncle Ned who was only 5 years old and returned to Western Australia where Government records suggest she made no contact with her previous family? Why, upon the death of her first husband John Stevens in 1902 had she married a third husband one year later and again ran the risk of being exposed as a polygamist with Daniel Kane still alive?
Mary Jane’s father was Walter William Rickey (1808-1875) who was born in the Parish of Knockbride, County Cavan near the border of Northern Ireland.  His occupation in Ireland was a soldier in the 63rd Regiment # 659.  Walter was 41 years of age when he married Mariye (Maria) Kennedy (1830-1917) who was 19 at the time on the 16th April 1849 in the Church of England, Dernakesh Townland, Cootehill Ireland about (20 km north east of Cavan).
One aspect which stands out from the background of Mary Jane’s father and mother is the age difference of 22 years.  This was also to be a common thread in Mary Jane’s life, as the age difference between her first husband and herself was 29 years and 18 years for her second marriage.
[bookmark: _Hlk52444231]Mary Jane’s parents had survived the ‘Potato Famine’ which lasted from 1845 to 1849, so was it any wonder that her father Walter, his wife Maria and 3 year old daughter Anna Marie (‘Annie’ born 5/12/1850) boarded the shipping vessel ‘ROBERT SMALL’ in 1853 en route to Australia? The ‘ROBERT SMALL’ was a 655-ton ship which conveyed convicts and passengers from England to Western Australia and it also carried approximately 100 free passengers.  You can imagine the conditions on board and issues like seasickness let alone being pregnant.  But that’s exactly what Maria Rickey had to deal with as she gave birth in Sulawesi Tengah Indonesia on the 9th May to another baby daughter: Mary Jane Rickey who was later to be Uncle Ned’s mother.  
The Rickey family eventually arrived in Western Australia and lived in York, which is the oldest inland town in WA, situated on the Avon River, 97 kilometres east of Perth in the Wheatbelt.
Early in 1869 on the 25th January in York WA, Mary Jane Rickey at the age of 15 married John Stevens (aged 44) who was born in 1825 Hadleigh Suffolk England and had previously lived for a time in South Australia before locating  to York WA. Later that same year Mary Jane gave birth to James Stevens (1869-1940) and subsequently to:
Frederick Stevens (1871)
Martha Stevens (1873) 
Walter John Stevens (1875) 
Henry Joseph Stevens (1877)
[bookmark: _Hlk52457919]About 1883 at the age of 30, Mary left her husband and children in Western Australia and went by ship to Victoria.  She had been married at 15 years of age and when she decided to leave York, her husband John was 58, James was 14 years old, Frederick 12, Martha 10, Walter 8 and Henry Joseph 6.
We can only surmise about Mary Jane’s momentous decision to abandon her husband and her children.  Who knows why she was married at the age of 15 to a man old enough to be her father at the age of 44?  By the time she was 24, Mary Jane had given birth to 5 children and since her husband John was a labourer, who knows the living conditions?  At that time, the role of women was confined to the home and such social issues as domestic violence and alcoholism were kept ‘hush hush’.
On arrival in Melbourne and with the lure of employment in Coleraine, Western Victoria,  Mary Jane found work as a housekeeper in the town and it was there that she met Daniel Kane (Ned’s father) who was recently widowed in 1883 with 5 sons and a daughter.
Mary Jane consciously put her previous life behind her and chose to make a new beginning by marrying Daniel Kane on September 2nd 1885.  Daniel was aged 50 and Mary Jane was 32.  Mary Jane had lied about being widow and that she had one living child and 2 had died as recorded on the marriage certificate.  As previously stated, her husband was still alive in Western Australia as well as her 5 children.
Again, we can only surmise as to her intentions.  We can assume she had very little money and no family support having travelled to Victoria most likely alone.  Being from York WA she was more familiar with rural life as opposed to the city, so Coleraine would have seemed an appropriate place to start a new life.
It would have been quite an adjustment for Mary Jane aged 32 to be living at the large, old- styled, weather board house on Salt Pans Rd. Coleraine with an instant family of Daniel Kane: sons John 14, James 12, Daniel 11, Tom 7, Patrick 6 and daughter, Margaret 8.  Daniel Snr was now a farmer after previously being a contractor and carrier. The farm had the usual animals to supply food and milk for the family: pigs, turkeys, cows, sheep, and hens.  
[bookmark: _Hlk52447084]The next major turning point in Mary Jane’s life was a series of incidents with neighbours on an adjacent property which led to a ‘Turkey Feud’ and a court case in June 1890 which is detailed in the first story: ‘Uncle Ned’s mother’.  The outcome resulted in the case being dismissed by the judge with each side paying their own costs.
Very soon after the “Turkey Stoush”, Mary Jane left her five year old son, Ned, and her stepchildren at Coleraine with Daniel and returned to Western Australia.  Perhaps the reason for her leaving was a culmination of several factors.  Daniel was 18 years her senior and was known to be a hard worker put displayed a stern personality.  Mary Jane had been taking care of 6 stepchildren, as well as her own son, Ned. The local newspaper reported that some town people made ‘gobble-gobble’ sounds when they would see her. Maybe that was the last-straw to abandon her second family. 
Mary Jane sailed back to Western Australia and how her life progressed from that point, considering some historical records, we can assume that she did not reconnect with her former husband John and her five children.  For those left behind in Coleraine, they must have often wondered where she went and what became of her; no one more so than Ned.  I strongly suspect they never knew.
Mary Jane’s first husband, John Stevens had mostly worked as a Railway Porter during his life and lived at Glyde Street East Fremantle.  His father in England was James Stevens labourer and his mother Mary (Maiden name: Mann)  Tragically, John Stevens committed suicide by drowning while ‘temporarily insane’.  He died on August 29th, 1902 aged 77 in East Fremantle and the informant on the death certificate was his son Frederick who lived at 188 Attfield St. South Fremantle.  At the time of his death, John’s children were James 32, Frederick 31, Martha 29, Walter John 27 and Henry Joseph 25.   John Stevens was buried in the Wesleyan Cemetery in Fremantle. 
Later, James had 3 children and died on 20th October 1940 aged 70.   Frederick married Mary Ann Gault in 1896 and he died in 1949 aged 77.  The other children were Martha, Walter and Henry but these have not been researched.
Soon after the death of John Stevens, Mary Jane married Robert H Jenkins in 1903 at the age of 50 while her 2nd husband was still alive in Victoria.

Mary Jane Rickey/Stevens/Kane/Jenkins died of Carcinoma (cancer) of the uterus and exhaustion after two years in the ‘Home of Peace’ for the ‘dying and terminally ill’ on 9th May 1915  in Subiaco aged 61. Her children at the time of her death were: James 45, Frederick 43, Martha 41, Walter John 39, Henry Joseph 37 and Edward David Kane 29 from her 2nd marriage. 
Mary Jane was buried on 12th May 1915 in the Wesleyan Cemetery Fremantle where her first husband was also interned in 1902. 

Footnote: The ‘Home of Peace for the Dying and Incurable' was founded in 1901  https://brightwatergroup.com/about-us/our-history/










